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RAYMOND CHOW, BENNY LEE. .. coin issve

Artist, coin dealer team up
fo boost heritage, housing

By DER HOL-YIN

One day last summer, Vancouver-born
artist Raymond Chow and coin broker
Benny Lee, who came here from China at
age two, decided it was about time they
started to learn about their Chinese berit-
age. '

So the two friends headed up to the
University of B.C. llbrary to read up on Chi-
nese culture.

Out of that study session came the Chi-
nese Dynasty Collection, a limited edition
of live coins commemoraling 1,800 years of
Chinese history, which went on the market
this week.

Chow — whose drawings and paintings
have reached such Internationally-re-
knowned collections as that of the Queen
Mother — used, for the lirat time in his ca-
reer, an orlental art form In the design of
the colns. Lee, with his expertise in the coln
business, arranged to have them minted.

Both men then donated their work to the
Vancouver Chinese Canadian Actlvity
Centre Soclety, of which Lee |s a director.

All profits from the sale of the coins will
go toward the soclety's fund for the con-
struction of a $1.5-million eenior-cltizen
home and activity centre complex in China-
town.

“Raymond and I have lost much of our
culture and heritage and one of the main
reasons for this is that we've become fur-
ther and further removed {rom the core
community in Chinatown,” Lee said in an
interview Thursday. *‘Our thoughts have
become very Western and, becausa of the
communication gap, we unfortunately have

very few Chinese friends who have just
come from the Orient."

He said they decided to help launch the
activity centre project to set up a common
meeting place for all Chinese people In an
attempt to perpetuate the Chinese culture.

“We want a place in the complex for the
older people, t0o,"” he said. “The Chinese
have an old saying about respect for the
elders.’ The young again must learn to re-
late 1o the old and this age mix will hopeful-
lybeastart,” 7

The Bay
proudly presents
The Chinese Dynasty
Collection

The collection consists of five large coins

depleting the great Chinese dynasties:
T ang (618-900), Sung (960-1279), Yuan (1250
1368), Ming (1368-1644) and Ch'ing (1644-
1912). On the reverse side of the coins are
the Chinese characters representing happl-
pess, longevity and prosperily.

The coins, made of a nickel alloy, are
available at $1 each or $12.95 for a set of five
at all major Vancouver department stores
m as shops, restaurants and banks in

town.

The soclety guarantees that the colns can
be traded in for $1 at all participating stores
until April 30, 1978, It is currently negotiat-
ing sale of the colns at supermarkets and
fast-food chalns throughout the Lower
Mainland.

The society has also made avallable 1,000

sels of the colns in sterling silver at $75 a
set, 100 sets in 10K gold at $1,000 a set and
100 in 24K gold at $2,000 a set.
_ Lee sald the coins will likely appreciate
in value just as the Indian dollar, issued
l;st January, has doubled in value at coin
shops.

The Chinese Dynasty Collection pays tribute 1o the
oldest continuous artistic traditlon exisling in the
world today. This unique art sarles honors 1800
years of ancient Oriental artistic Inspiration. From

five of the most recognized epochs of Chinese

history, ten outstanding works of art have been

complled and reproduced by the distingulshed
Vancouver artist, Raymond Chow.

T'ang Dynasty "Dollar" (618-907)
Sung Dynasty "Dollar” (960-1279)
Yuan Dynasty "Dollar" (1279-1368)
Ming Dynasty "Dollar" (1368-1644)
Ch'ing Dynasty "Dollar" (1644-1812)

We now lake great pride In presenting the Chinese
Dynasty Collaction, conslsting of five exclusively
designed and meticulously crafted medalllons. To
add beauty and protection to the collection, each set
of five colns comes encased In a red presentation
portiolio, embossed with a dosign created by
Raymond Chow. Complimentary with each coliection
is a handsome booklet outlining the history of the five
dynasties and the art objects representing them. The
limited minting of the medallions provides a rare
opportunity to invest in a collection of beauty and
significance, delighting both the coln collector and
the art connolsseur allke. Avallable In nickel alloy,
sterling sliver, 10k gold and 24k gold.

Presentation collection of Chinese Dynasty "Trade
Dollars”

10.95 per set In nickel alloy
$75 per set In sterling silver singly 14.95 each
$975 per set in 10k gold singly $195 each
$2000 per set In 24k gold singly $400 each
Coln and Stamp Shop, Downtown Yancouver (Second) and
Victorla. For free delivery, phone Telebuy 881-6211
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